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FIVE MONTH UPDATE

In the beginning, adapting ministry to the demands of Covid-19 was a scramble.
We had to change the way we were doing a lot of stuff, or most stuff, or everything! It seems like it should have been easy enough to simply keep doing the
Livestream worship the way we had been doing all along. But it took a lot of adjusting and no small amount of expansion to put together what we found to be necessary by way of continuing our ministry without interruption. That included enhancing the Livestream
of Sunday morning worship and adding a YouTube channel; beginning a daily Livestream from the
sanctuary; beginning a weekly Zoom Bible Study; conducting the Summer Fun by Zoom; extending
pastoral care by phone calls and texts. That provided a focus and tasks enough for the first several
weeks.
The next couple of months the focus became living into what had been constructed. Taking it for a
spin to get a feel for it. Honestly, at that point, I found myself driving down Noland Road wondering
if I was going to the church or the studio. With Livestreaming six days a week, Zoom classes and
meetings, I was trying to make it on camera when I knew I had a face for radio. It took some getting
used to.
Now, five months in, it is becoming evident what we have been able to do through the adaptive changes that have been implemented. When we look at what we have been doing, it is clear this is no studio.
This is a church! A virtual but vital church. We have been true to our mission: developing faith
through Zoom classes; expressing faith through Livestreaming worship in which people are engaging
in creative ways. In these days of Covid-19, we are providing vital spiritual support and connection
through messages of hope and comfort, not only in the Sunday worship services but the daily Window’s Livestream. This support has a reach beyond our own membership and far beyond the potential
of our in-person gatherings. We have established contact and extended care to some who would otherwise be struggling to find needed much needed spiritual support without the extended reach of our
ministry. We are a church; a virtual and vital church; and what we are doing here is ministry!
Where do we go from here and how do we get there? Well, we have built—and continue to fine
tune—a vehicle by which to do ministry; we have begun to see “what she’ll do” when we put her on
the open road. So, all that’s left is determining where we want to go now. As we plan our travels and
decide all the places we shall go, let it be done with our mission always in focus: Developing our
Faith, Expressing our Faith and offering good, effectual Faith Support. This is our mission. We have
made adaptive changes—and are ready to make more if and when necessary—to stay on that road.
Our journey continues with the beginning of Sunday School, Confirmation Class and all else that goes
with vital congregational life. Despite the uncertainties of the Pandemic, the road before us looks
bright and filled with adventure and joy. So, get in, buckle up and hang on! We have places to go!
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What’s
Happening?
Thank you so much for your
ongoing support of St. Luke’s. If you
wish to make a donation, there are
several options available while
services are being held online only:
1. Check mailed to church office at
727 N. Main, Independence, MO
64050
2. Internet donation – you may now
donate from a secure site by clicking
on the Give Now button.
3. Electronic funds transfer – your
offering can be automatically deducted
from your checking or savings
account. To sign up, contact the
church office or fill out the form
online. After completing the form,
contact the church office
stlukes@stlukesuccindep.org for more
information.
4. GivePlus mobile giving app download the free app on Google Play
or the App Store. Enter St. Luke's
United Church of Christ as the church
name or tap "Find Churches Near Me".
Select St. Luke's United Church of
Christ
and tap Give Now.
5. Text the word GIVE to 816-3125053 and you will be directed to a
secure site for giving.

AUDIO SERMONS
BY PHONE
Prayer, special music,
scripture and sermon are available on
a audio recording and can be listened
to by calling a tollfree number.
For details and when you are ready to
listen, call Jeff Ray at 816-719-6299.

SUMMER FUN
Online Summer Fun activities are
being planned for the kids.
The activities will be
Thursday, August 20th at 10 AM,
on zoom, from Tabitha’s Closet
More information will be posted in
the Facebook Group
“Children’s Garden”
and sent by email.
If you have children and are not a member of Children’s Garden, please contact the church office.
All activities will take place ONLINE.

WINDOWS LIVE
Pastor Paul goes live in the Windows Facebook group, Monday—Friday at 10:45 AM
OPENING DOORS
Pastor Paul leads a Zoom Bible Study on Tuesday nights at 8 PM. They usually last an hour
and are very informative. For more information please contact the church office.
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Virtual Sunday School Classes will be available for all ages, beginning September 13th. More
information can be found elsewhere in this Outlook.
WORSHIP
Livestream Worship is available on Facebook every Sunday at 10:45. If you don’t have
Facebook, you can access it from the Facebook Feed page on the church website. The service
is available on the church YouTube Channel by Monday morning. Prayer, special music,
scripture and sermon are available on an audio recording and can be listened to by calling a
tollfree number. For details, call Jeff Ray at 816-719-6299. All worship services are saved on
Facebook & YouTube and can be viewed at your convenience.

VIRTUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL
Virtual Sunday School will begin on September 13th and the theme is

SHELTERED BENEATH THE WINGS OF GOD
There will be virtual attendance charts for the kids and a wall display where we
will put birds up every week for ALL those taking part in Sunday School.
The details are still be ironed out for the 2020-2021 Sunday School year.
Everyone is invited to participate in a class even if you haven’t in the past.
As of right now, we will be all virtual and will have the following classes:
All kids: They will have a video lesson on Sunday at 9:30 AM in the Children’s Garden Facebook
page and a “Shine At Home” follow-up lesson and activities sent by pdf. These lessons will be
available to be done anytime during the week.
Prophets Class: Taught by Dan O’Neill and on zoom on Sundays at 9:30 AM
Dreamers Class: Taught by Paula McKinney and on zoom on Sundays at 10:00 AM
(The later time gives parents time to do the lesson with their children at 9:30.)
Wayfinders Class: Taught by John McKinney. Another platform besides zoom will be decided
before Sunday School begins. Time of class to be determined.
Youth Group: The youth will meet virtually at a time to be determined by the group and leaders.
The details and links to the classes will be sent out to each group closer to the
beginning of Sunday School. For questions please contact Nanette or Pastor Paul.

CONFIRMATION
A new confirmation class is being planned. The class will
begin after Labor Day and be conducted on Zoom. In the
event that social distancing measures become unnecessary,
the format is open to change. Day of the week and time of
the class will be determined after talking with the students
and parents. Please let us know who is interested in being a
Confirmand in the first-ever St. Luke’s Zoom Confirmation
Class. Text, call or email the church office or Pastor Paul.
This will be a unique opportunity as we think about the
confirmands finding their place in the church as we endure
and emerge from a Global Pandemic.

On the Move
The following families have moved
recently. The online directory has been
updated with their new addresses. The
addresses have also been included in
the email for this Outlook.
Mike & Jamie Goldesberry & family
Mike & Krista Dunn & family
Aaron & Erin Reese & family

MASKS AVAILABLE
There are masks available to
anyone that needs one at St. Luke's!
Thanks to Jane Morman, Pat
Boeger, and the ABC Quilters for
making these available. They are on
a clothes line under the canopy by
the east entrance.

The family of Sandra Bentch
Alan & Leah Jennings & family
Bud Taber & family
Prayer
David Lyon
Tom Johnson
Cammie Lawrence
Requests Carly Lawrence
Jane Morman
Bri Self
Larry Paul
Jess Todd
Mike Lowry
Jeff Parrino
Jerry & Judie Brunner
Harold & Winnie Gertz
Frank Rohlfing
Jim Lucas
Carl & Rhonda Smart
Sharon Franciskato Trent Reifstak
Karen Puhr
Audrey Puhr
Corey Cockrell
Michael Angell
John Duvall
Stacie Burks
Wini Baker
Coeanna Obermeyer
Vic Monteleone
Chelsea Arnold
Evelyn Fifield
Jason Smart
Julie Filbeck
Brandon Borgman
Rebecca Ash
Jimmy Todd
Jim Dillie
Alberta Franciskato
Faith Wildschuetz Peace for our World

Our
Sympathy
is
extended
Our Sympathy is extended
to the family of
Sandra Bentch who died on
May 12, 2020

Our Sympathy is extended to
Alan & Leah Jennings and
family upon the death of
Alan’s dad,
Wes Darneal on
May 27, 2020

Thank you for all the
thoughts, prayers
and cards. It meant a
lot to me.
It made each day a
little better.
Larry Paul

BEQUEST
St. Luke’s has received a gift of $52,961.06 from
the estate of Sandra Bentch. Sandra was a
member of St. Luke’s and active before moving
from the area. Her generosity will empower the
ministry of our congregation for many years to
come. Her memory will be blessed in thoughtful
and faithful use of her gifts to the Church
Improvement Fund. Without such acts of
generosity, ministry at St. Luke’s would not and
could not be what it is.

to Bud Taber and family
upon the death of his
wife, Lois,
on June 11, 2020

Through July, our Current Expense
offerings totaled 11,946. The
Knapheide/Twiehaus Fund
contributed an additional $1,203
toward our Current Expenses. These
contributions resulted in a shortfall of
$3,334 when compared to our
budgeted Current Expenses.
In June, we ended the year
approximately $3,000 under budget.
Without the PPP loan, the shortfall
would have been $27,425.00. The
Multhaupt Fund earnings would have
covered $17,600 of that amount. The
rest would have had to come from
previous carryovers and principal.
Since we had the PPP loan, we were
able pay back the $10,000 of
Multhaupt earnings we had used
earlier in the year and not use any of
the earnings or principal this year.
The earnings from this year will
remain in the Multhaupt Fund and be
available as a carryover for future
years. The PPP loan was a huge game
changer for our budget situation!

