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During the Livestream of the service that was otherwise snowed out in January, I
Pastor’s introduced you to a couple Snow Babies from our collection. UPDATE: The Snow
Babies continue to be on display because, well…they are still in season! Among
Page
our collection is a figure entitle: Blind Faith. It is a Snow Baby wearing a blindfold,
standing atop a stump with one foot lifted, ready to step out “in blind faith.”
We’ve all been there; summoning up enough courage to do something that has an
unforeseeable outcome. Still, there is something that tells us the risk is one that must be taken. Maybe
we know we can’t stay “stumped” where we are forever. Maybe we have built up confidence knowing
that we have survived taking a tumble from places of similar risk before. Maybe it is that tug of the
Spirit in whom we put our faith. For whatever the reason, we know it is something we have to do. So,
with “blind faith” we step forward.
That is where we found ourselves five years ago, in 2015, when you were stumped needing a new
pastor and I was stumped needing a new congregation. Oh, it was far from “blind faith.” A committee
had diligently been searching for the right pastor, reading ministerial profiles, conducting interviews,
surveying the congregation, praying. I, too, had done my homework. I read the church profile, met
people, had conversations and asked questions—a lot of questions. Both the congregation and I
wanted to get the best look we could at each other. That’s certainly not “blind faith” but neither is it a
guarantee that this is going to work out.
Now, after five years, it’s 2020 and we might say that “hindsight is 2020.” Looking back, it seems to
be working out pretty much as we had hoped that it would. In hindsight, I can clearly see now that
stepping out in faith was worth the risk. I cannot begin to imagine where I could have possibly found
a better context in which to follow my pastoral call. Still, sometimes I can hardly believe my eyes
when I look at the places we have gone together and the joy that we have discovered together. It’s
more than the Lenten Studies, the amazing outreach projects, the countless beautiful worship services,
the innovative change within the congregation and the summer youth trips. It’s not just what we have
done but who we have done those things with. It is the relationships we have formed as we worked
and prayed and worshiped and wandered together. It is realizing that we have needed each other to do
any of the amazing stuff that we have done. It is realizing that we have been there for each other and
with each other from that first “blind step” on. That was our commitment to each other then and it
remains our commitment now. To step out together in faith on the path to which God calls us. To
move ever forward and always together on our shared journey.
There are still moments of uncertainty that are sure to “stump” us. We will still need courage to take
the first step when we can’t see the whole path. We might even fall from time to time. Every step of
every day will demand courageous faith and steadfast determination. Yet, our journey continues with
confidence. And why shouldn’t it? Our faith assures us that we have a God in whom we can always
trust. In addition to that, 2020 Hindsight tells us that we can trust one another. Come what may, we
are partners together with each other and with Christ in the ministry to which God has called us and
continues to lead us. I look forward to where our journey will take us from here, not only because of
the anticipation of exciting new destinations but because I know that wherever we go, we will go
together!
May it be understood that any pictures/videos taken during any church event may be used for promotion.
If you are not in agreement with this notify the church office.
The deadline for the next Outlook will be February 24, 2020

What’s
Happening?

ASH
WEDNESDAY

HAS IT REALLY
BEEN
FIVE YEARS?
Pastor Paul began his ministry

5 YEARS AGO
so it is time to celebrate.
You are invited to join that celebration on
February 16th,
during and after worship.
There will be a few serious things,
a lot of fun and,
of course, a potluck dinner
(meat and drinks provided).
There will be a short program
after lunch.
And, Pastor Paul’s favorite
color is PURPLE so wear
purple and come prepared to celebrate.
You won’t want to miss it.

Wednesday,
February 26th,
7:00 PM
For many people this is one
of the most solemn and
meaningful services of the
year. This year, it will be
made even more meaningful
by using the ashes that were
created from our
Dreamer’s Burning of the
Palms Service that was held
this past fall.
You are encouraged to join
us and to bring your
children.

BAKE SALE
The youth will be having a
bake sale before and after worship on
February 9th.
Come buy something
(you can even share it if you want to).

KID’S CLUB
Inviting all kids in 3rd—5th grade, to
join us for Kid’s Club. This month it has
been rescheduled for the second Sunday
of the month for February.
There will be lunch, activities, devotions and fun.
We will meet from noon (right after worship) until 1:30 PM.
The next meeting of the Kid’s Club will be

February 9th.
Lenten Study
Plan to be at church on the following days for Pastor Paul’s Lenten Study.
It promises to be uplifting and to make your thoughts soar.
Tuesdays, March 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31.
All days begin at 6:30 PM and last approximately 1 hour.
A light snack will be served.
Childcare will be provided.
Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex or on the website.
Watch the bulletin and future Outlook for more information.

SAVE THE DATE
For a
LUAU DINNER
Sponsored by the Youth
March 14
5:30 PM “Mock”tail Hour
6:00 PM Dinner

Tickets on sale February 23rd
$12 for Adults
$5 for kids 10 & under
Free for kids 3 & under

Prayer
Requests

Jerry & Judie Brunner
Nancy Meyer
Sharon Franciskato
Coeanna Obermeyer
Vic Monteleone
Bob Wiesendanger
Brandon Borgman
Alberta Franciskato
Burdette Obermeyer

Harold & Winnie Gertz
Frank Rohlfing
Karen Puhr
Linda Barrow
Chelsea Arnold
Jason Smart
Rebecca Ash
Timothy Wilder
Peace for our World

I want to thank my family of friends at St.
Luke's for all the cards, visits, thoughts
and prayers during my recent
hospitalization. Every day was brighter
because of your support. Your support of
Jodie has been exceptional too, and I
thank each of you for that. She has a huge
job watching over me and certainly
deserves a little TLC right now. And a
special thank you to Pastor Paul, whose
visits made me laugh and gave me
strength, hope and peace. But this stay, I have found, has
ultimately changed my lifestyle from now on. I must be so
careful not to be exposed to colds, flu, and other nasty
viruses. In other words, I've had to quarantine myself! So,
you're not going to see me much at church. But I plan to
stay active in other ways and will be searching for every
opportunity. Don't count me out! It's so wonderful that I
can join with you in worship every Sunday via
Facebook. Also, the wonderful pictures that are posted
make it seem like I'm really there. We have a wonderful
church. We have a wonderful congregation. Thank you
again and I love you all! Karen Puhr

Through December,
halfway through our
fiscal year, our Current
Expense offerings
including Sunday School
totaled $86,037. The
Knapheide/Twiehaus
Fund contributed an
additional $9,003 toward
our Current Expenses.
These contributions
resulted in a shortfall of
$10,170 when compared to our budgeted Current
Expenses. This is an improvement of over $6,000 from
November. We appreciate and thank you for your support
of St. Luke's.

John Curtis David Lyon
Jim Lucas
Rhonda Smart
Jim Booker Sue Billuris
Stacie Burks Helen Koch
Evelyn Fifield Jake High
Julie Filbeck Wini Baker
Wes Darneal Jim Dillie
Faith Wildschuetz

Our Sympathy
is extended to
Ed Knoche
and family
upon the death of his sister,
Berniece Knoche,
who died on
December 23, 2019

Our Sympathy is extended
to the family of
Marguerite Adair
who died
December 30, 2019
One Local
Congregation
scholarship
has been
awarded for
the spring semester of the 2019
– 2020 school year. The
Memorial Fund for Local
Congregation Scholarships has
awarded $139,625 in
scholarships since it was
established in 1981. There
were no applications for the
Church Related Vocations
Scholarship this year.

