St. Luke’s
United Church of Christ
2019 Annual Report

A year in
reports and pictures

2019 Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 26, 2020 Agenda
Call to Order, Jodie Puhr, President
Opening Prayer, Rev. E. Paul Emily, Pastor
Approval of Minutes
Election
Report of Nominating Committee
Old Business
New Business
Adjournment
Reports included in this booklet:
Pastor's Report
Church Council President's Report
Treasurer's Report
Living Memorial Funds Report
Audit Committee Report
Investment Committee Report
Personnel Committee Report
Christian Education Report
Buildings and Grounds Report
Communications Committee Report
Music Committee Report
ABC Quilting Report
Member Care Committee Report
SLIC Report
Scholarship Committee Report
Bereavement Committee Report
Worship Committee Report
Special Services
Outreach Committee Report
St. Luke’s By the Numbers
In Memory of Our Loved Ones

St. Luke’s Church Council 2019
Elders
Carol Lyon (2020)
Phil Parrino (2021)
Dan O’Neill (2022)
Sharon Follas (2022)
Treasurer: Mel Sehrt

Deacons
Erin Reese (2020)
Terry Schuster (2020)
Crystal Todd (2021)
Jodie Puhr (2021)
Julie Sehrt (2022)
Memorial Fund
Advisor: Marita Ray

St. Luke’s Board of Christian Education 2019
Sarah Odell (2020)
Jamie Goldesberry (2021)
John McKinney (2022)

Jessica Lavigne (2020)
Jennie Burkemper (2021)
Braeden Finch (2022)

Living Memorial Committee 2019
Barb Parrino (2020)
Larry Paul (2021)

Dan O’Neill (2020)
Paul Rochowiak (2021)

Nominating Committee
Karen Zuiderhof
Erin Reese
Leah Jennings

Kyle Hommes
Courtney Brown

The Nominating Committee submits the following
nominees for positions open January 2020

Church Council
(Three Year Terms)
Kathy Lowry (Elder, 2023); Karen Zuiderhof (Deacon, 2023); TBD, (2023)

Board of Christian Education
(Three Year Terms)
Courtney Brown (2023)
Kim Randel (2023)

Living Memorial Committee
(Two Year Terms)
Frances Heman (2022)
Erin Reese (2022)

Elected Positions with Term Limits
Treasurer
(5 Year Term and may be re-elected per Bylaws Article IV, Section 3, Part B)
Karen Zuiderhof (2025)
Memorial Fund Advisor
(5 Year Term and may be re-elected per Bylaws Article IV, Section 3, Part C)
Marita Ray (2025)

Council Appointed Committees
with Term Limits 2019
The person goes off at the beginning of the year listed.

Investment Committee
(4 People, including Treasurer)
(5 Year Term, May be reappointed per Bylaws Article IV, Section 4., 2b)
Jeff Ray (2020)
Chris Bernard (2020)
Karen Zuiderhof (2020)
Mel Sehrt, Treasurer

Nominating Committee
(5 People, Pastor, ex-officio)
(5 Year Term, Staggered per Bylaws Article IX, Section 2, Part A)
Kyle Hommes (2020)
Erin Reese (2021)
Karen Zuiderhof (2022)
Courtney Brown (2023)
Leah Jennings (2024)

Pastoral Relations Committee
(3 Year Term, Staggered per Job Description)
Lynn Billuris (2020)
Terry Schuster (2021)
Courtney Brown (2022)

Safe Church Committee
(3 People including 1 staff, Pastor, ex-officio)
(4 Year Term, Staggered per Bylaws Article IV Section B)
Mike Lowry (2021)
Julie Sehrt (2023)
Nanette Moore, Director of Christian Education

ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
JANUARY 27, 2019

The meeting was called to order following
worship by Council President, Erin Reese
and Pastor Paul opened with a prayer.
The Annual Report, which included all the
minutes and reports, had been available, in
the narthex, one week prior to the Annual
Meeting. A motion was made (Mike Lowry)
and seconded (Crystal Todd) to accept the
minutes from the Annual Congregational
Meeting on January 28, 2018, with a
correction to the date of the 2017 annual

meeting. The motion was approved.
A motion was made (Leah Jennings) and seconded (Mike Lowry) to accept the
minutes from the Annual Budget meeting on June 24, 2018. The motion was
approved.
Erin presented the slate of nominees recommended by the Nominating Committee
and approved by the Council. Nominations for Council included Don Mueller,
Sharon Follas and Julie Sehrt. Erin asked for further nominations from the
congregation and there were none. A motion was made (Terry Schuster) and
seconded (Dan O’Neill) to approve the slate of nominees as presented. The
motion was approved by unanimous voice vote.
The nominations for CE Board included Braeden Finch and John McKinney.
Erin asked for further nominations from the congregation and there were none.
A motion was made (Leah Jennings) and seconded (Mike Lowry) to approve the
slate of nominees as presented. The motion was approved by unanimous voice
vote.
The nominations for the Living Memorial Committee included Paul Rochowiak
and Larry Paul. Erin asked for further nominations
from the congregation and there were none. A motion
was made (Dan O’Neill) and seconded (Leah Jennings)
to approve the slate of nominees as presented. The
motion was approved by unanimous voice vote.
Erin thanked all those leaving positions this year and all
new members for agreeing to serve the congregation.
Pastor Paul announced that there would be a short
Council meeting immediately following for the election
of officers.
Unfinished Business: None
New Business: None
The meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Karen Zuiderhof

ANNUAL
BUDGET MEETING
JUNE 23, 2019

President Jodie Puhr called the
meeting to order at 11:30am.

Budget Review:
• Jodie Puhr presented the budget proposed for 2019. With a 2%
raise for employees, we managed to keep the budget increase
at a little more than $1000
•
•

•

All items in grey are covered from memorial funds.
As we reduce memorial fund expenses in other areas, we are
able to use the remaining funds to offset the salary for the CE
Director.
The Pastor has elected to have his salary increase paid directly
into his annuity. This helps the church avoid additional costs
associated with taxes.

Mike Lowry moved to approve the budget as presented.
Seconded.
Motion passed.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:37am.
Julie Sehrt
Council Secretary

PASTOR’S ANNUAL
REPORT 2019

The Psalmist writes in the Forty-fifth
Psalm, “My heart bursts its banks, spilling
beauty and goodness. I pour it out in a
poem to the king, shaping the river into
words.” The Psalmist seems up to the task
in the words that follow. The emotions of
his heart gush forth but are given shape in
words that he somehow keeps between the
banks as he describes the splendor of the
royal wedding.

Indeed, it is no small task to shape
heart-swelling beauty into words; to keep goodness between the banks as it gushes
with all of the power of a surging river. But, alas, that is the task of the Pastor’s
Annual Report! When trying to describe the beauty and goodness of God that we
have seen in our shared life and ministry at St. Luke’s is simply beyond words.
Yet, that is the task.
With the spring rains came the initial swelling of the
beauty and goodness. During the Lenten Season we
explored different “tastes” of worship. This helped us to
identify our familiar worship styles and to discover new
ways to encounter the beauty of God’s presence, be that
a contemplative hike or walking the Stations of the
Cross.
The summer was filled with more showers of beauty as
the congregation responded to needs of children,
gathering money and shoes for Tabitha’s Closet. It was, indeed, a moment of
beauty to see the outpouring of compassion and generosity that ensued; to watch
the sneaker prints make their
way down the hall, through
the sanctuary and back!

(And I have never felt so beautiful as when my face was
covered with pie!) We rejoiced as beauty overflowed the
banks and reached those in need. How do you put that
into words?
Continued

The river of beauty and goodness
turned into a lake, literally, as the St.
Luke’s Youth Group gathered at The
Lake of the Ozarks for the Summer
Youth Week. The youth focused on
being “Wayfinders”. The week was
filled with instruction on setting
goals, learning coping skills and
applying wisdom from the Proverbs
when attempting to “find your way” in life. The beauty
and goodness of the week seems to have become a pool
as the youth continue to gather around the waters of that
week. They continue to talk about (and read) some of
Proverbs from the week. They have turned to their study
manuals at times they needed guidance in finding their
way. Goals have been set—and accomplished. Again,
there are simply no words for that!
Being aware, but not fully able
to put to words the goodness and beauty that we were
experiencing at St. Luke’s, we turned our attention to a
lesson from trees. At the annual Palm Burning Service at
James A. Reed Wildlife Area we thought together about
the “growth rings” of trees. We talked about how trees
grow through every season and the dark circles of the
growth rings are
the fall and winter
seasons. This is a
time that the
growth of the light
wood in the circle is “preserved” and
“cured” so as to be “packed in” for strength.
The challenge of the fall was to see the
beauty and preserve it in the heart and core
of our congregation, whether we can put it
into words or not.
As the year drew to a close, trees remained the focus of Advent
and Christmas. It was Sister Anthony who told us in the
Advent Movie, The Christmas Tree, that trees are “a simple
moment of beauty.” Through the Advent and Christmas
seasons we came together in sharing generously to support the
Holiday Helpers offering and St. Luke’s Christmas Offering;
Continued

the Warming Tree for Tabitha’s Closet; serving together at CSL
Christmas Store and ringing bells
for the Salvation Army. Advent
worship was filled with moments,
climaxed with the unforgettable
beauty of the Christmas Eve
Candlelight Communion Service.
Words fail when trying to describe
beauty like that!
What we seem to have discovered this year is an
appreciation of the beauty and goodness with which God has blessed us at St.
Luke’s. We have learned that this is difficult, maybe impossible, to put into words.
We found that when such beauty cannot be described in words, it is best expressed
in simple moments of generosity, sharing and worship. When expressed in this
way, we become channels of God’s beauty and goodness. Our hearts overflow
their banks and God’s beauty and goodness flow ever onward.
We have discovered a way to “widen the banks” of our congregation. Through
generous donations and devoted efforts, social media has widened the path of our
congregation and the message we have to share. Members are increasingly more
connected through livestreaming worship services. Facebook ads have invited
visitors to experience the beauty and goodness of God for themselves at St.
Luke’s. We are just beginning to see the impact of letting goodness and beauty
overflow our banks through the technology of social media.
I am speechless as I attempt to fully describe the beauty of our shared life together
at St. Luke’s. I cannot find words to celebrate our ministry this year or the
blessing that is mine to be your pastor. It is not only indescribable but
unimaginable to think about this year without the beauty Margie and Matthew
have brought to our worship with their music. My heart bursts its banks when I
think of the faithfulness and dedication of our members and what each one does to
bring so much beauty and goodness to our congregation.
The beauty and goodness of this year is truly beyond words! It overflows our
hearts. It overflows the confines of our congregation. It overflows the banks of
this year and gushes ever forward as the new year begins! Thanks be to God!

CHURCH COUNCIL
PRESIDENT
ANNUAL REPORT
2019

It’s been another great year at St. Luke’s!
Please take a moment to read all the annual
reports from the committees and the people
who volunteer. We have had several
highlights this year from all the committees.
The council has had a great year. I am
always amazed with the participation and
work that the council members take on and
complete. A big thank you to the members
going off the council this year: Carol Lyon,
Erin Reese, and Terry Schuster. You will be
missed next year.

I can’t forget to give another big thank you to our long
serving Treasurer – Mel Sehrt. Your hard work and
dedication has been a huge asset to the council and the
church and we really appreciate all you have done over the
15 years you have served. Thank you!
And with Mel’s departure – we should welcome Karen
Zuiderhof into her new role as Treasurer (pending election at
annual meeting). I’m sure Karen will excel at this position
and I am so happy she has volunteered to take on this role!
There are so many things that happened this year that I can
mention but I will keep
it simple. I think a big accomplishment of
the church was the Shoe drive for Tabitha’s
Closet. What a “fun”draiser! It was
amazing seeing the amount of shoes and
money we collected during the drive and I
thank everyone who was
involved in executing this
fundraiser.
Another highlight is a personal one for me. The Youth Trip was
a successful trip to focus on our youth and to learn about
wisdom. It was very different from what we have done in the
past, but it was needed and I believe everyone enjoyed it. So
much that we will plan another one for the future.
Pastor Paul always talks about relationships; that it’s the
relationships we build that keep this church as strong as it is
right now. This shows in so many aspects of our congregation, and I encourage
everyone to look and see these relationships every chance you can. I love
watching everyone on Sundays or at events and seeing the bonds we have created
and are still creating. I think it is one of our church’s strengths.
God Bless and keep it going!
Thanks, Jodie Puhr, Council President

The Financial Report for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2019 can be found
within this annual report. All major
budget items were within budget.

TREASURER’S
ANNUAL REPORT
2019

Our Memorial Fund Investments
continue to draw the highest interest we
can find and still follow the church’s
investment policy. For fiscal year 2019,
our investments earned nearly 5.1%.
Please refer to the Investment Report,
located within this annual report, for investment details.
Current Expense Revenue for FY-2019 was less than the amount required
and a total of $14,022.27 had to be transferred from the Multhaupt Fund to
make up this deficit. FY-2019 Multhaupt Fund income from investments
was $17,416.38 which was enough to cover the entire deficit for FY-2019.
The remaining $3,394.11 of interest will be carried forward into FY-20 and
is available to help cover a FY-2020 deficit. A summary of the Multhaupt
Fund investments is contained within this annual report.
Since July, the start of the 2020 fiscal year, revenue received has again not
met our current expense needs even though actual expenses have been
within budget. Through December 2019, budgeted expenses have
exceeded receipts by approximately $10,500. With six months remaining
in the fiscal year, there is still time for the congregation to make up a large
portion of this deficit so that Multhaupt Fund principal will not have to be
used.
The Building Maintenance Fund is money received from our UCCIB
insurance for roof and other repairs required as a result of a major hail
event. The report shows investments, earnings and payments made
throughout fiscal year 2019. The repairs have been completed in calendar
year 2019.
The Bunching account has been established for those members wishing to
“bunch” more than one year of annual giving for income tax purposes. If
you have an interest, contact the church office.
Please do not hesitate to ask questions regarding any of these items.
Mel Sehrt, Treasurer
*****************************************************************
The rest of the Treasurer’s Reports can be obtained from the church office.

LIVING
MEMORIAL
FUNDS COMMITTEE
ANNUAL REPORT
2019

Dan O’Neill, Barbara Parrino, Larry Paul, Paul
Rochowiak, and Marita Ray served on the
Memorial Committee in 2019. Our memorial
funds were used in many ways at St. Luke's
this year.
The six funds into which our memorial monies
are divided are as follows:
1. Scholarship Fund for Church
Related Vocations - for graduate
studies in the field of Christian
ministry.

2. Local Congregation Scholarship Fund - for members of our local
congregation attending college or vocational school.
3. Church Program Fund - for Christian Education, library and media, youth,
music and the performing arts, and van rental.
4. Church Improvement Fund - for equipment and emergency building needs.
5. Church Mission Fund - for community and world mission projects.
6. Knapheide-Twiehaus Fund – for current expenses.
The principal amount in each of these funds is invested. As our by-laws stipulate, only
earnings accrued by these funds may be spent. Thus, the memorial funds provide an
ongoing source of revenue to help our church each year.

The rest of the Memorial Fund Report can be obtained from the church office.

AUDIT
COMMITTEE
ANNUAL REPORT
2019

Ron Ritter, Karen Zuiderhof and I met with
Treasurer Mel Sehrt to audit the fiscal year
2018-19 (July 2018 - June 2019) financial
statements. The monthly reports are
accurate and consistent with bank
records to the penny. The expenses are well
documented with receipts and bills. All
bank statements and investment statements
are organized and
available. The fiscal
year 2018 audit passes.

As Mel transitions the job to Karen, they continue to do a
great job. Thanks Mel and Karen for all your hard work and
time with keeping the financial side of St. Lukes in order.
Chris Bernard

*****************************

INVESTMENT
COMMITTEE
REPORT
FISCAL YEAR
2019

The investment committee strives to
meet the goal to "maximize investment
income while maintaining the security
of the principal" for both the Memorial
Fund and the Multhaupt Fund.

For fiscal year 2019 we have realized
earnings of about 5.1% in the Memorial
Fund and about 4.0% in the Multhaupt
Fund. A good return considering
current market conditions. For fiscal
year 2020 we anticipate a slight
decrease in earnings due to changes in investment performance.
Committee members also performed the independent audit of the Treasurer's
records for fiscal year 2019. Since he is related to the Treasurer, Jeff Ray
did not participate in the audit. The report of audit results can be found
within this annual report.
Submitted by the Investment Committee,
Chris Bernard
Jeff Ray
Ron Ritter (Part of calendar year)
Karen Zuiderhof (Part of calendar year)
Mel Sehrt, Treasurer

St. Luke’s is blessed with an amazing staff of
caring, motivated and energetic group of
individuals.
Our fearless leader,
Pastor Paul Emily,
PERSONNEL
continues to challenge
ANNUAL REPORT
us to be our best selves,
2019
both individually and as
a whole. His constant
concern for our
membership as well as
our community’s
underserved should serve as an example and call us all to consider
ways to volunteer both inside and outside our four walls, and to
participate in an ever-growing number of activities and events
planned throughout the year. His unwavering
support of our congregation (active, inactive, and homebound), his
thought-provoking sermons, and even his sometimes-questionable
sense of humor continue to be one of St. Luke’s greatest blessings.
Few leaders succeed without exceptional support, and that is what
we have in our Administrative Assistant/Director of Christian
Education Nanette Moore. Not only does Nanette
carry out her duties efficiently, she consistently
takes on additional responsibilities such as
cooking meals for special events, providing
childcare to enable the Dreamer’s class to hold
social activities outside of church, and
coordinating any number of miscellaneous activities that pop up
during the course of the year. Nanette’s commitment to St. Luke’s,
our members, and especially our children is obvious, and we are so
very fortunate to have her.
St. Luke’s is blessed with an amazing facility,
and our Custodian Heather Finch and her family
continue to keep it looking beautiful and welcoming each week.
Whether it be mopping the floors, stocking the supply cabinets/
closet, or cleaning up after special events, the job gets done and the
result is a church we can be proud to share.
New life has been breathed into our music
program with the addition of our Organist/
Pianist Margie Foley and Conductor Matthew
Bennett. Under Matthew’s direction, both the
chancel and bell choirs are flourishing, and
both Margie and Matthew grace our worship
with their exceptional talents on the organ,
piano and violin. Their mini concerts each week are a joy to witness,
their encouragement of our youth to participate is appreciated, and
their overall contribution to our church family is immeasurable.
Respectfully submitted,
Erin Reese, Personnel Chairperson

CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION
ANNUAL REPORT
2019

The Board of Christian Education has,
once again been very busy and engaged in
the life of the church. We tried to address
the educational needs of all of the various
groups at St. Luke’s. The Board members
for 2019 were Jessica Lavigne, President,
Jamie Goldesberry, Secretary, Sarah
Odell, Jennie Burkemper, John McKinney
& Braeden Finch.

In 2019 we had children and adults
attended the Sunday School program at St. Luke’s 1343 times, and that is with 4
snow days.
The numbers are wonderful but we also hope that others will take advantage of all
that St. Luke’s has to offer through it’s educational system. Don’t forget to invite
your friends and family. God is certainly at work at St. Luke’s.
As we planned for the year we
realized that we needed to add a class.
We have added the Voyagers, geared
towards our 20 somethings, that meet
in the conference room. We are so
blessed to have wonderful, dedicated
teachers.
We now have these classes:
• Light Seeds, taught by Paul
Emily and Crystal Todd
• Faith Sprouts, taught by Dianne Emily
• Faith Factory, taught by Leah Jennings and Sharon Franciskato
• Faith Odyssey, taught by Heather Finch
• Voyagers, taught by John McKinney
• Dreamers, taught by Paula McKinney
• Prophets, taught by Dan O’Neill
The CE Board, in consultation with the Sunday School teachers, decided that a
new curriculum was needed. A sub-committee met and went over several
curriculums. There was a favorite but the committee didn’t think it provided quite
enough for the teachers. It needed just a little help so Pastor Paul is making a
video every week that is then posted in a Facebook group for the teachers. It
shares the background of the lesson and gives a few ideas on how to teach it. If the
teachers need help preparing for Sunday they are welcome to contact me and I
will assist however needed. The video is also shared with the Dreamers class so
they can use it as a foundation for their discussions. The Light Seeds kids continue
to learn life’s lessons from play and bubbles.
Continued

The theme for the 2019-2020 Sunday School year is “Bee St.
Luke’s - Gather, Learn, Serve”. We are so blessed that Marita Ray
continues to welcome the children when they arrive for Sunday
School. They get a bee sticker to put on the display and then color
their attendance charts. Make sure you notice how many bees are on
the display. It is “buzzing” with joy. All classes are thriving and the
presence of the Holy Spirit is felt throughout the building.
After the kids arrive and color in
their chart, they go to the library
where they have music, read a
welcoming statement, have a spiritual discipline
experience and take offering. Thank you to all of those
that are assisting with these programs.
The Youth Group meets on Sunday evenings at 6:00 PM
and enjoys dinner, a devotion and an activity. We are
blessed that Jodie Puhr continues to lead this group. This
is such an important time for our kids and they really miss
it when they don’t get to meet.
During the summer, the youth went on an “exploring” type of
trip. They spent a week “Wayfinding” at the Lake of the
Ozarks. Pastor Paul put together an amazing notebook with
over 30 pages. They studied Proverbs and worked on goals.
The kids still refer to their books.
Kids Club continues to meet on
the third Sunday of every
month. It is for kids that are in
3rd grade and above. There is a
meal, a short devotion and an
activity. The youth help with the program. It is an
opportunity for the youth to be in leadership roles and to
mentor the elementary age kids. It also provides an
opportunity for the kids to be excited about their future
in the youth group.
The Board of Christian Education sponsored many
activities throughout the year. Some of the activities
included: New Year’s Day Breakfast, Lenten Study with
light snacks, Easter Egg Hunt, Young Adult Activities, Graduate Recognition, Sunday
School Teacher Recognition, End of the Year Sunday School Party, Summer Fun Series,
VBS, Youth Week, Youth Sunday, Rally Sunday, Fishing Derby and Burning of the
Palms Service, Halloween Party, Dinner & Movie Night and the Christmas Pageant.
Continued

The CE Board would like to thank Pastor Paul for his leadership and all of those
who have helped make the year a success. When looking back over the past year's
calendar and seeing all that was accomplished, and not just in the Christian
Education program, it makes me proud and honored to be able to participate in
and with this amazing church family. These things are not possible without many
people that are willing to step up and organize events as well as those that
participate. Don’t hesitate to talk to any member of the Board if you have any
suggestions or questions. Thank you for your wonderful support of all that we do.
God Bless, Nanette Moore, Director of Christian Education

BUILDINGS AND
GROUNDS
ANNUAL REPORT
2019

During the past year at St. Luke’s, we
finally completed all roofing/siding
projects for the Sanctuary,
Educational Building, and
garage structures. We were
also able to complete some
small but needed projects
with some excess monies
from the roof including some
landscaping, sanctuary
alcove entry doors, concrete
stoop, downspout heaters,
and others. The grounds
and buildings are in pretty good shape
from the outside now.

The boiler for the educational building
continues to live, even if on borrowed time.
We were able to obtain two more spare pump/
motor assemblies at great prices on eBay for
this heating system and are hopeful that the
boiler and controls will last a few more
seasons.
A study was undertaken concerning what to do,
if anything, about parking lot maintenance/
replacement. Both contractors and our in-house
highway department engineer (Jodie Puhr) all
agreed that sealing would not serve a real
purpose except for cosmetics and was not worth
the expense (estimated to be 8-10 thousand
dollars). The contractors estimated the cost of
removal and replacement of the entire lot and
drives to be in the range of 50-75 thousand
dollars. No further action was taken at this
time.
My thanks to the several people that helped with various tasks such as trimming
bushes and trees, installing drain heaters, and repairing plumbing and electrical
items.
Submitted by:
Jeff Ray
Building and Grounds Coordinator

COMMUNICATIONS
COMMITTEE
ANNUAL REPORT
2019

In September, a Communications
Committee was formed as a subcommittee
of the Outreach/Evangelism
Committee. Courtney Brown, Dan
O’Neill, Paul Emily, Jodie Puhr, Karen
Puhr, Nanette Moore, Marita Ray, and
Crystal Todd agreed to help with this new
endeavor.
The committee is working on improving
ways to communicate more effectively and
increase our online presence to reach out to

those looking for a new church home. The
committee received $1,000 from both the Ella
Marie Sehrt and Freda Dobler Memorial Funds
for pay for a year of the Text In Church tool,
Facebook advertising and welcome gifts for
new visitors to the church.
A donation to the committee covered two years
of access to Church Marketing University
which provides guidance in many areas. Text
In Church has been set up and will allow texting to members as well as automated
responses and follow up with visitors. Our website has been optimized for search
engines so we now rank on page one with Google when someone is searching for
a church in Independence, MO. A blog has been started on our website and a St.
Luke’s YouTube Channel has been set up. Facebook video ads have been shown
and new ones are being developed that will increase our exposure in the
community. Photo booths are being made available at events. Collecting contact
information from visitors is a priority so follow ups can happen.
The congregation is encouraged to help by liking, commenting and sharing
Facebook posts, leaving five-star reviews for the church on Google,
Facebook, and Yelp, and warmly welcoming new visitors to our church.
Marita Ray
We love 5 star reviews. Here is how to leave a review:
Google ~ Go to https://bit.ly/3ahlPo8
Yelp ~ Go to yelp.com and find the church, click on the red box and then write a
review
Facebook ~ Find the church page and on the left side click on reviews
On Facebook when you see a post from St. Luke’s
Like, Love, or Wow
Comment
Share
These simple things make a HUGE difference in our ability to grow our church.

Music is an important component of the
worship experience and we at St. Luke’s
are truly blessed to have excellent
leadership of our music program. Our fine
MUSIC
pianist/organist, Margie Foley, has been
COMMITTEE
providing inspirational
ANNUAL REPORT
preludes, offertory and
2019
postludes as well as
accompaniment of the
hymns the congregation
sings each Sunday. During
the time when there was no director
for the choirs, we gratefully thank
Terry Schuster who gave both
groups leadership.
In March a
dedication service
was held for the
sanctuary baby
grand piano. Members of all ages played during
the worship service. A reception was held
following the service.
In August, Karen Puhr and several helpers, hosted the choirs with a
wonderful party. There was food, games and a lot of laughter.
In September, we welcomed Matthew Bennett, a
professional violinist, as the conductor for our
choirs. We have been delighted to benefit from his
expertise as he plays each week. The congregation has
appreciated the duets that Matthew and Margie offer during
worship.
God has put music in the lives of all of us. We give thanks for the musical
leadership in our worship.
Carol Lyon, Music Committee

ABC QUILTING
ANNUAL REPORT
2019

ABC Quilting is still
quilting !
We quilt on
Wednesdays...come
join us!
We donate one
project a year to the
church.
Jane Morman

*****************************

MEMBER CARE
ANNUAL REPORT
2019

Members of the congregation visited
those in care centers and the
homebound during the year. Cards
were sent to those who are sick,
hospitalized; those recovering from
illness or surgery and recovering in
rehabilitation facilities, or at home.
Cards were also sent to members who
lost loved ones as well as to the
families celebrating the birth of a new
baby.

*****************************
This year the SLIC committee hosted Ash
Allee for a presentation “Trans 101” in
April. He had many topics about
transgender issues and lots of things to
think about. St. Luke’s is also a member
SLIC
of HONA (Heartland Open and Affirming
ANNUAL REPORT
Coalition). HONA hosted a booth at this
2019
year’s KC Pride Fest and St. Luke’s had
several volunteers to help run the booth
with an emphasis on “How your church
makes you feel”. It was a great event and
an eye-opening experience to see the
responses from people who were rejected by churches. St. Luke’s also hosted the
HONA annual meeting – which featured several presentations. The SLIC
committee is always looking for ideas to bring any educational programs to the
congregation.
Sincerely,
Jodie Puhr

SCHOLARSHIP
ANNUAL REPORT
2019

A total of $2,000 was awarded from the Local
Congregation Scholarship Fund in 2019. One
$1,000 scholarship was awarded for the spring
semester and another $1,000 was awarded for the
fall semester. There were no applications
submitted for the Church-Related Vocation
Scholarship in 2019.
Terry Schuster, Scholarship Chair

*****************************

BEREAVEMENT
COMMITTEE
ANNUAL
REPORT
2019

Bereavement Committee continues to offer to serve
a meal for the family at the time of the loss of a
loved one. We served two such meals in 2019. The
committee thanks all of you who are always so
willing to contribute your time and food when you
are called upon.
Barb Parrino

*****************************
WORSHIP
COMMITTEE
ANNUAL
REPORT 2019

The 2019 year was successful. The Worship
committee made sure that the altar paraments were
in place on the pulpit, lectern and altar. The altar
candles are checked weekly to make sure they are
ready for the acolytes on Sunday mornings, funerals,
and other occasions. The banners are displayed and
changed as deemed appropriate by the liturgical
season. I would like to thank Jeff Ray for helping to

make sure these are hung.
Signup sheets have been placed to get weekly volunteers for ushers. Thank you to
all those who volunteer their time.
Communion has been prepared and put away every first Sunday of every month
as well as for special occasions including Easter and Christmas Eve. Palms were
purchased for the Palm Sunday service. The extra palms were again used for the
Palm burning service and used for the Ash Wednesday service the following year.
Hanging of the greens was held and thank you to all those who helped prepare for
the Advent season and the birth of Jesus.
Thank you to all those who help prepare, change, fix and volunteer their time to
add to the beauty of the worship service.
It is a blessing and joy to be part of the Worship Committee for St. Luke's UCC.
Sharon Follas, Worship Committee Chair

PALM SUNDAY

SUNRISE SERVICE

YOUTH

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

RESURRECTION
EGGS

EASTER

SUNDAY

PALM BURNING

CHRISTMAS EVE
PET BLESSING

BLUE SPRINGS TERRACE CLEAN-UP DAY

CSL FOOD
WAGON

CSL CHRISTMAS
STORE

BED BUILDING FOR
SLEEP IN HEAVENLY
PEACE

EBENEZER UCC
LEVASY

WARMING
SALVATION
TREE FOR
ARMY
BELLRINGING TABITHA’S
CLOSET

Special
Offerings
$12,049.18

“Dad” Jokes
by
Pastor Paul
8,365,982

Youth Group
& Kids Club
37 Times
Facebook
Likes
216
Worship
Attendance
3,461

People
Helped
98

Weddings
1
Disaster
Relief
$2,702
Pageant
Participants
32

Memorial
Services
4
Pastoral
Visits
322

Sunday
School
1,363
Mission
Funds Given
$6,900

Christmas Eve
Emergency
Shelter $590

Worship
Services
51
Holiday
Helpers
$1,465

In Memory Of Our Loved Ones

Ronald L Morman

January 17, 2019

Ella Marie Sehrt

May 2, 2019

Kenneth Bergman

June 18, 2019

Evelyn Thomas

November 28, 2019

Marguerite Adair December 30, 2019

