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What is too early to start preparing for Christmas? When there is an Advent Season to be
prepared, it sets time in a bit different perspective. Every year about this time I begin my
Advent Movie search. The tradition is one that I adopted my first Advent at St. Luke’s:
finding a movie for the congregation to watch together before Advent. It has all of the
trimmings of a “good tradition.” It is a time for us to “gather together.” We pull all of the comfy furniture
from the parlor into the fellowship hall and settle in for the movie. But not before we have enjoyed a
good meal—that seems to be a way in which the tradition has developed along the way.
But finding just the right movie! That’s the challenge. It has to be something with a message. Preferably
one that will last through the whole Advent Season; something that will guide our journey toward the
Baby in the Manger; something that will prepare our spirits to sing with the Angels and to proclaim the
Good News of Great Joy. It is best if the movie offers images of hope, peace, joy and love. At first
glance, a movie may appear to be what you are looking for but then, after a closer look, it has more gaps
and bare spots than that ever-elusive “perfect Christmas tree.”
Ah, finding the “perfect Christmas tree”! There’s a tradition for you. You grab coats and gloves, load into
the car and drive into the country. Arriving at the tree farm, you pick up your saw and tree tag. You head
into the fields of trees. I have discovered over the years that the quality of the trees is directly inversely
proportionate to the temperature. The colder it is outside the quicker you tend to find the “perfect tree”.
On a nice, mild day, it takes much longer to find the “perfect tree.” Finally, you have it! You cut it down,
tie it on the car and head back to the warmth of home—with what is sure to be “the perfect Christmas
tree!”
But I digress. (Or, do I??) We were talking about the search for the Advent Movie. Good news! I have
one that just might be “perfect” for this particular year. It’s a movie that I am pretty confident that
NOBODY has seen. It’s a movie that combines the traditions of searching for the perfect Advent Movie
and the “perfect Christmas tree”. It is a movie about the search for a “perfect Christmas tree”, not for
your home but for Rockefeller Center! Along the way, a lot of unsuspected discoveries are made. They
are discoveries that might awaken our sense of hope, wonder and joy. They are messages we have heard
before. But this time they are messages that are taught by—a tree! But not just any tree.
I think this movie will prepare us to gather around our own “perfect Christmas tree” this year. If we let it,
it might even prepare our spirits to hear important messages that all of our trees, Christmas trees or
otherwise, have been trying to tell us all along.
I hope you will join us for this year’s Advent Movie Night on Saturday, November 23. We will “gather
together” for dinner at 5:00 and then watch what is sure to be “the perfect Advent Movie!”
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Daylight
Savings
Time Ends
TOTENFEST
We will celebrate our annual
Totenfest Service
on Sunday, November 3rd
during our worship service.
Please join us for this very
special service of remembrance.

November 3rd
Remember to set your
clocks back one hour.

ADVENT MOVIE NIGHT
November 23rd, 5:00 PM
We will begin the evening with a
freewill offering dinner
Following dinner, Pastor Paul will lead an introduction to this
year’s Advent season.
Then, we will watch a movie.
(The children will watch the movie with the adults.)
This is a wonderful event for all ages.
Please sign up on the sheet in the hallway.

We are working on a new
Pictorial Directory. Pictures will
be taken on November 18th
and 19th. December 8th, an
additional day has been
added. You will be able to
reserve your spot on our website or at worship on Sunday mornings.
Everyone getting their picture taken will receive a free 8x10 and a
directory. Lifetouch is also offering 25% off of holiday cards and with a
purchase, families will receive $30 to spend at Shutterfly. Lifetouch will
also be giving 10% of all photography purchases back to the church.

HOLIDAY HELPERS
We are again participating
in the Independence School
District’s
Holiday Helper Campaign.
We will collect money through
December 1st
and the donations will go to families in need
that aren’t helped by other programs.
A family from our congregation will be
matching all our gifts up to $500.
Look for a Holiday Helper can
in the hallway.

HANGING OF
THE GREENS
November 30th,
9:30 AM
Everyone is
welcome and encouraged to come help us
decorate our church for the Advent
Season.
We will carry the decorations up from the basement on
November 23rd. Many hands make light work.

KID’S CLUB
Inviting all kids in 3rd—5th grade,
to join us on the 3rd Sunday
of the month
for lunch, activities, devotions and fun.
We will meet from noon (right after worship) until 1:30 PM.
The first meeting of the Kid’s Club will be November 17th.

POINSETTIAS
Will be available to be
purchased on Sundays,

November 3rd & 10th.
The cost will be $12/each (or $13/each if paying
with the app). For more information
please see Crystal Todd.

Ecumenical
Thanksgiving
Service with
Trinity Episcopal.
Wednesday, November 27th, 6:00 PM
at Trinity Episcopal Church,
409 N Liberty St, Independence.
Please join us for this ecumenical
service. There will be a fellowship time
following the service.

Jerry & Judie Brunner
Coeanna Obermeyer
Marguerite Adair
Brandon Borgman
Helen Koch
Faith Wildschuetz
Peace for our World

Frank Rohlfing
Chelsea Arnold
Jason Smart
Julie Filbeck
Wes Darneal
Burdette Obermeyer

Rhonda Smart
Vic Monteleone
Evelyn Fifield
Evelyn Thomas
Alberta Franciskato
Jim Dillie

Jim Lucas
Wini Baker
Nancy Meyer
Rebecca Ash
Timothy Wilder

The office will be closed on
Thanksgiving Day and the Friday
after,
November 27th & 28th. We hope
everyone has a safe
and happy Thanksgiving.

SAVE THE DATE
We will celebrate our Children’s
Christmas Pageant on
Sunday, December 15th,
during worship.

ANNUAL REPORTS
All Annual Reports are due no later than
December 16th. Please submit your report by email
or leave in the church office.

Five years ago, an
AED (automated
external
defibrillator) was
purchased for St.
Luke's with
memorials given
in honor of Allana
Kirkbride, Ima Smith, and Olen
Karl. Recently, it was time to replace the
lithium batteries, defibrillator pads, and
software monitoring program. This will keep
the AED ready to use in case we ever need
it. These expenses (approx. $550) were
covered by the Memorial Fund for Church
Improvement. We are thankful for all
memorial gifts!

Salvation Army Bellringing
Saturday,
November 23
from 9:00 AM-1:00 PM
&
Saturday, December 21st
from 9:00 AM-1:00 PM
at JC Penney, 17610 E 39th St.
Sign-up Sheets are in the hallway.

SHUTTERFLY
As part of the picture directory, the
church receives 8% of all purchases
from Shutterfly for the next year. You
must use our link to purchase. It is
http://
stlukesucc.shutterflystorefront.com/
If you have any questions contact the
church office.

Through September, the first quarter of our fiscal
year, our Current Expense offerings totaled $35,103.
The Knapheide/Twiehaus Fund contributed an
additional $4,822 toward our Current Expenses.
These contributions resulted in a shortfall of
$12,681 when compared to our
budgeted Current Expenses.
We appreciate and thank you for your
support of St. Luke's.

